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1-54 LONDON, ART FAIR | ATONG ATEM, DAWIT
ADNEW AND YASMEEN ABDULLAH
SOMERSET HOUSE, STRAND, LONDON
12 October - 17 October 2022

Addis Fine Art will return to 1-54 London with a group show by  Atong Atem, Dawit Adnew and Yasmeen
Abdullah. Atong Atem is an Ethiopian born, South Sudanese artist living in Melbourne. Atem works
primarily with photography and video to explore contemporary identity through portraiture and in particular
the fluidity of migrant narratives and postcolonial practices in the African diaspora.

Atem explores concepts of home and identity through a critical and sentimental lens and references the
works of photographers Malick Sidibe and Seydou Keita as well as science fiction writers such as Octavia
Butler as her aides in navigating these liminal spaces.

Dawit Adnew is based in Addis Ababa and attended the Alle School of Fine Art and Design in Addis Ababa.
Occasionally working from images or models, Dawit’s process is highly experimental. His practice is
informed by studies in masks and iconography, and his use of patterns and fabric emerges from his
experience as a textile designer. Surrounded by blooming flowers and creeping foliage, the women
depicted in his canvases seem to communicate wordlessly with one another, drawing the viewer into their
silent dialogue.

Inspired by the works of Palestinian poet, Mahmoud Darwish, Yasmeen Abdullah aims to explore the
emotional links between poetry and painting. Her use of vivid colour and the presence of nondescript
humanlike figures in the foreground adds a certain otherworldliness to the otherwise quotidian backdrops of
her paintings.
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NOTES FOR THE EDITOR
About Addis Fine Art

In 2016, Rakeb Sile and Mesai Haileleul co-founded Addis Fine Art, creating the first white-cube gallery
space for modern and contemporary art in Ethiopia. Described as one of the "Most Important Young
Galleries in the World" (Artsy 2019), the gallery has since then grown to become one of the leading
galleries in Africa, establishing a prominent international platform for artists from the Horn of Africa.

In October 2021, the gallery moved into an expanded premises in London, a two-storey gallery space in the
heart of Fitzrovia. The London gallery programme encapsulates Addis Fine Art’s commitment to heightened
international exposure for, and critical reappraisal of, African art on the world stage. The gallery’s Addis
Ababa space continues to be an incubator for emerging talent, facilitating critical engagement within the
local market and encouraging the growth and development of the artworld ecosystem on the continent.
The gallery will also serve as a space for artists from the diaspora to return to the continent and share and
develop their practice.

Addis Fine Art Gallery
NOAH Centrum Building,
Bole, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Monday - Saturday 10am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Tel: +251 980 635 696
 
Addis Fine Art London
21 Eastcastle Street
London, UK
Tuesday - Friday 11  am - 6 pm & Saturday 12 - 6 pm
Monday by appointment only
Tel: +44 7935 011 444

hello@addisfineart.com
www.addisfineart.com
@addisfineart

For more press information contact our press office on press@addisfineart.com or +44 7935 011 444

IMAGE DOWNLOAD LINK:
Atong Atem
Courtesy of the artist and Addis Fine Art

Dawit Adnew
Friendship
Courtesy of the artist and Addis Fine Art

Yasmeen Abdullah
They Put me in a Pot and then Told me
to Adapt, 2022
Courtesy of the artist and Addis Fine Art
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